Franklin West Supervisory Union
On-Demand Writing Benchmarks

Grade 7
1.11 Persuasive

Additional Resources

FWSU Instructional Writing & Assessment Sequence and a full set of Writing Rubrics and
FWSU Benchmarks can be accessed at: www.franklinwestsu.org/benchmarks

More writing benchmarks & rubrics are also available at:
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_curriculum/literacy/writing/benchmarks.html#qgrade 4

For use in scoring and calibrating on-demand writing.
Please DO NOT distribute or use directly with students.



http://www.franklinwestsu.org/benchmarks
http://education.vermont.gov/new/html/pgm_curriculum/literacy/writing/benchmarks.html#grade_4
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PERSUASIVE

Persuasive: Standard 1.11 In persuasive writing, students judge, propose, persuade. This is evident when students: (5 — 8)
a. Clearly define a significant problem, issue, topic, or concern; b. Make an assertion or judgement, or propose one or more
solutions; ¢. Support proposals, as appropriate, through definitions, descriptions, illustrations, examples from experience,
and anecdotes; d. Engage the reader by anticipating shared concerns and stressing their importance, discussing the pros and
cons of alternatives, and addressing the reader’s potential doubts and criticisms; (9 — 12) e. Take an authoritative stand on a
topic; f. Support the statement with sound reasoning; and g. Use a range of strategies to elaborate and persuade.

PERSUASIVE - Persuasive writing is writing that aims at convincing people to accept a point of view, to change their
minds about something or to act in a certain way. A persuasive essay is a form of writing in which a writer supports an
opinion and tries to persuade an audience.

GLOSSARY

Antithesis - A contrast or opposition of thought, the opposite. It usually appears in two phrases, clauses, or sentences (Ex:
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.” | am going; you are coming.) However, in persuasive writing it is the
idea that every argument generates a counter argument. Opposing arguments should be addressed in good persuasive
writing.

Coherence — The arrangement of ideas in such a way that the reader can easily follow from one point to another. When all
the ideas are logically integrated, arranged, connected, and clearly articulated, a piece of quality writing has coherence.

Context — The set of facts or circumstances that establish the importance of the writer’s is a point of view.
Counter Argument — see antithesis

Elaboration — The development and expansion of ideas and arguments. Both logical (evidence, reasons, facts and
statistics) and emotional appeals can be used.

Focus — The concentration on an aspect of a specific topic.

Purpose — The basic purpose of a persuasive piece is to convince someone else to act or think in a certain way.
Stance — The attitude or position the author has adopted.

Tone — The writer’s attitude toward a subject.

Thesis — A statement of purpose or intent. It is the writer’s controlling idea about the topic.

Topic — The subject covered in a piece of writing.

Voice — The style and quality of the writing. Voice portrays the author’s personality or the personality of a chosen
persona. A distinctive voice establishes personal expression and enhances the writing.

For use in scoring and calibrating on-demand writing. Please DO NOT distribute or use directly with students. 3
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paycheck. If I learn how to live under a budget now, | will know it when | am
older,

So, does all that sound great, or would you rather me sit around doing nothing all
day? | don’t want to be bored! If | was sitting idle, I might find something to do —
something not nearly as helpful as a job.

Below the Standard
(Intermediate Writing)

Does have a purpose and stance with thin arguments. Has external and internal
organization. Good sentence variety. Has a strong voice but at times may be
inappropriate to audience. Control over grade level conventions.

For use in scoring and calibrating on-demand writing. Please DO NOT distribute or use directly with students.
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Franklin West Supervisory Union
Writing Benchmarks

BENCHMARK: Persuasive
GRADE: 7 /| PROMPT: #2
SCORE POINT: 2/3

Has a hook

Establishes
. afocus, but
. little context

Arguments
. are thinly
developed

Weak topic
sentences
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Possesses
simple
straight-
forward
organization

Below the Standard
(Basic Writing)

coherence. Meets convention standards.

While this piece is somewhat organized, some of the arguments are lacking

For use in scoring and calibrating on-demand writing. Please DO NOT distribute or use directly with students.
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